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1. Introduction 

Land Management Services Ltd was commissioned by Artington, Compton, Wanborough and Worplesdon Parish Councils to prepare a 

Landscape and Visual Appraisal of the proposed alignment for the access road to the proposed Blackwell Farm development site from the A31 

Hogôs Back.   The current site layout/masterplan for Blackwell Farm is shown on Figure 1 and an aerial photograph showing the óFeasible 

Optionô access road alignment is included as Figure 2. 

As there is only limited information on the proposed access road (information is largely limited to a proposed alignment and there is little 

supporting information such as ecology or arboricultural surveys which would inform an assessment of impacts and effects), this report takes 

the form of a Landscape and Visual Appraisal (LVA).  The report draws on our full LVIA methodology (set out in Appendix 1) in order to inform 

preliminary impact assessments and conclusions.     

The óFeasible Optionô access road alignment runs north from the A31, crossing the A31/A3 eastbound slip road and then running north west 

parallel, and to the south of, the existing single track lane to the small settlement at Down Place.  The proposed alignment then runs directly 

north to the east of the lane to Down Place to the proposed residential development site at Blackwell Farm.    The route runs directly down the 

north escarpment to the Hogôs Back.  The upper sections of the route are located within the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

AONB (see Figure 3, Section 5). 

Land Management Services Ltd (LMS) was also commissioned in 2016 to prepare a Natural Beauty Evaluation of the Hogôs Back for the area 

in the vicinity of Blackwell Farm, Down Place and Homestead Farm, which includes the location for the proposed access road.   This earlier 

report (issued in May 2016) was prepared in response to the Natural Beauty Evaluation prepared by HDA on behalf of Surrey County Council, 

as part of the countywide Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and Area of Great Landscape Value (AGLV) boundary 

review (HDA October 2013).   The conclusions of this earlier report are relevant to this LVA in that the LMS review concluded that land within 

the AGLV, recommended for inclusion within a revised AONB boundary (as described in the HDA report), should be extended to include land in 

the vicinity of Blackwell Farm, as it was argued this landscape strongly reflects many characteristics associated with the natural beauty and 

scenic qualities of the adjacent AONB.   The findings of the report and the relevance to this LVA are discussed in more detail in Section 5 of 

this LVA. 
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      Figure 1:  Blackwell Farm Illustrative Site Layout 
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Figure 2: Proposed Access Road to Blackwell Farm: óFeasible Optionô 
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2. Baseline Landscape Character Assessment 

The eastern section of the Hogôs Back is covered in two published Landscape Character Assessments (LCAs).  These are the 2007 Guildford 

and 2015 Surrey LCAs.   The Guildford Assessment also includes an Evaluation and overall Landscape Strategy together with Landscape and 

Built Development Guidance.  The recently published Surrey LCA largely adopts the same two principal landscape character areas as 

described in the Guildford LCA for the land covered by this assessment.  These are: 

¶ Hogôs Back Chalk Ridge 

¶ Wanborough Wooded Rolling Clayland(s) 

The southern section of the road, including the junction with the A31 lies within the Hogôs Back Chalk Ridge LCA.   The lower slopes lie within 

the Wanborough Wooded Rolling Clayland(s) LCA.   Guildford LCA also includes a Rural-Urban Fringe Assessment which describes two sub 

character areas on the western edge of Guildford: 

¶ Hogôs Back Rural-Urban Fringe 

¶ Wanborough Wooded Clay Lowlands: Rydeshill-Fairlands Rural-Urban Fringe 

2.1 Hogôs Back Chalk Ridge 

 The description of key characteristics associated with the Hogôs Back Chalk Ridge as described in the Surrey LCA (Guildford Borough) are set 

out below: 

CR1: HOGôS BACK CHALK RIDGE 

Key Characteristics 

¶ Open ridge of the North Downs based mainly on the chalk of the Seaford Chalk formation with a steeper south facing scarp 

slope and more gently rising dip slope to the north. 

¶ A predominantly pastoral area with some sections of arable fields and parkland plus a few woodland blocks, belts and copses 

and small areas of chalk grassland. Ancient woodland is limited. 

¶ Large-scale geometric fields dominate the northern facing slopes, while the southern scarp has medium to small scale fields. 

Fields are bounded by low and sometimes gappy hedgerows with some fences. There are occasional mature hedgerow trees 

sometimes left as field or fence line trees where the hedgerow has been lost. 
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¶ The Hogôs Back is a distinctive feature in the landscape, forming a rural backdrop to the lower lying areas to north and south and 

to Guildford. There are panoramic and far ranging views to north and south from the elevated ridgeline. 

¶ The major A31 trunk road runs along the ridgeline with the visibility of moving vehicles and associated noise. 

¶ Sparse settlement includes the edges of villages which nestle at the base of the chalk slopes, scattered farmsteads and 

substantial houses such as Greyfriars. Buildings in varying styles and ages predominantly built of traditional red brick, stone, flint 

and clay tiles with the occasional timber frame and weatherboard farmstead. 

¶ Public rights of way, including the Fox Way Recreational Path cross mainly north-south through the character area. 

¶ There are two narrow areas of registered common land at the ridge top. There are a few small Sites of Nature Conservation 

Importance, including Monkshatch. 

¶ The Hogôs Back is an important feature in the landscape, for both views of it and from it. The rurality and sense of remoteness 

within the character area itself is reduced by the A31. 

Both the Guildford and Surrey LCAs identify the drama of the chalk ridge and the panoramic views, north and south as defining characteristics 

of the Hogôs Back.  Both documents also identify the significance of views to and from the ridge.   The Guildford LCA also references the 

importance of the historic parkland, with remnant parkland trees associated with Down Place, Flexford House and Poyle Park.  Both 

assessments identify the noise and visual impacts associated with the A31 as detracting features. 

The Guildford LCA Hogôs Back Rural Urban Fringe assessment references the importance of the land in providing óthe setting to and views 

from Guildfordô and the desire to maintain the óessentially undeveloped rural characterô of the land.   The assessment notes that: 

The setting of Guildford and the AONB are both highly sensitive to any small scale incremental change. 

 The Evaluation and Guidance section of the Chalk Ridge chapter includes the following: 

 Positive Attributes 

¶ Iconic chalk spine through the county, with panoramic views from the ridgeline 

¶ Rural, often wooded and unsettled, backdrop to views from surrounding rural landscape and settlement. 

¶ Along the Hogôs Back to the west, a balance of linear tree belts on ridge top providing screening of the A31 with the provision of 

views out from the road. 
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Future potential forces for change 

¶ Possible pressures for the urbanising and further road development along the M25, and A31 and connecting major roads, 

including further lighting and development such as services. Road safety screens along the A31 which are highly visible along 

the ridge line and affect the availability of viewpoints along the A31. Noise and views of the M25 affects the tranquillity of the 

eastern section. 

 Landscape Strategy Guidance 

¶ The chalk ridge contains the Hogôs Back landscape to the west, and the open nature should be conserved, in particular where it 

forms the setting to Guildford. 

Built Development 

¶ Resist the spread of settlement up the slopes from the foot of the ridge. 

¶ Aim to utilise existing masts in preference to the erection of new tall structures. 

¶ Consider the impact of development in adjacent areas in views from the ridgeline. Maintain the rural setting and containment of 

villages at the foot of the ridge. 

¶ Protect landscape character and quality from further negative impact of transport networks including the introduction of signs, 

gantries and lighting columns that impact on local distinctiveness, and work to foster local distinctiveness where standard design 

criteria creates a lack of variation and óurbanisationô of rural roads. 

¶ Conserve the rural roads minimising small-scale incremental change such as signage, fencing or improvements, which would 

change their character. 

¶ Ensure that road lighting schemes are assessed for visual impact and encourage conservation of the existing ódark skiesô on the 

ridge slopes and skyline. 

2.2 Wanborough Wooded Rolling Clayland(s) 

 Key Characteristics 

¶ Gently undulating lowland, based mainly on the London Clay Formation Clay, Silt and Sand solid geology. 

¶ A predominantly pastoral area of cattle and some horse grazing with some arable farmland, plus copses and woods particularly 

to the west. 
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¶ Varied field patterns with large, medium and small scale fields bounded by hedgerows and fences, along with small streams and 

drainage channels with ponds and springs. 

¶ Mature hedgerow trees and occasional field trees. 

¶ Woodlands provide more enclosure to the west of the area and include ancient woodland of high biodiversity value, typically oak 

and ash with hazel coppice. 

¶ Commons lie to the west of the area; these are either heathlands or regenerated woodland and form a recreational resource as 

Open Access Land. 

¶ Site of Guildford Royal Deer Park to the east of the area. 

¶ Open areas allow views to the unsettled slopes of the Hogôs Back to the south. 

¶ The A323 skirts the north of the character area, but elsewhere there are few busy roads. The Ascot to Guildford railway line 

passes broadly east-west through the middle of the character area, with Wanborough railway station located towards the centre. 

¶ A fairly sparse pattern of scattered farmsteads, manors and historic villages is overlaid by more recent dense clusters of mainly 

20th century settlement centred on the railway line and spreading along roads. Buildings predominantly of red brick and render 

with clay tile roofs, sometime combined with flint in the south of the area. 

¶ The character area includes some areas of registered common land, including Broadstreet, and Rydes Hill commons. There are 

scheduled monuments west of Long Common and at Manor Farm, and Wanborough and Wood Street Conservation Areas. 

¶ A peaceful rural landscape fragmented in some areas by large scale recent settlements. 

The Evaluation and Guidance section of the Clay Lowlands chapter includes the following: 

Positive Attributes 

¶ Views to the unsettled rural backdrop of the chalk ridge to the south. 

Future potential forces for change 

¶ Continued infill and expansion of residential development. 

¶ Pressure for additional residential development through edge of town and infilling development. 

¶ Upgrading of rural roads through additional kerbing and signage to accommodate increasing traffic volume, and pressure for further 

road infrastructure along óAô roads and motorway. 
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Built Development 

¶ Resist further urbanisation of roads through encouraging appropriate surfacing of existing pavements, enhancing the immediate 

landscape setting and ensuring minimum clutter. 

¶ Enhance the character of the settled roads through taking opportunities for rural planting of hedgerows and oak and ash trees. 

¶ Ensure that lighting schemes are assessed for visual impact and encourage conservation of the existing ódark skiesô in the more 

rural unsettled sections of the area particularly to the south. 

 

3. Landscape Policy Context 

Paragraph 115 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states: 

Great weight should be given to conserving landscape and scenic beauty in National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty, which have the highest status of protection in relation to landscape and scenic beauty. 

This principle is taken forward in planning policy at a local level in the Guildford Local Development Framework and Local Plan.  The Guildford 

Planning documents also reference the relative importance and weight to be attached to land within the AGLV, subject to the AONB boundary 

review. 

Policy RE5 of the current 2003 Guildford Local Plan states that the Surrey Hills AONB óis of national importance and will be subject to the most 

rigorous protection.   Development inconsistent with the primary aim of conserving the existing landscape character will not be permitted.   The 

policy also identifies the need to conserve the natural beauty of the landscape. Important views to and from the Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty should be retained. 

The current (2017) Submission Draft of the updated Local Plan includes Policy P1 relating to the AONB which states:  

The Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), as designated on the Policies Map, will be conserved and enhanced to 

maximise its special landscape qualities and scenic beauty.  

In accordance with national planning policy, there will be a presumption against major development in the AONB except in exceptional 

circumstances and where it can be demonstrated to be in the public interest. 
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High priority will be given to the conservation and enhancement of the natural beauty of the AONB and development proposals must 

have regard to protecting its setting. 

Development proposals will also be assessed against the provisions of the current Surrey Hills AONB Management Plan. 

 

4. Surrey Hills AONB 

The Surrey Hills AONB is described in the AONB Management Plan (2014-2019) as óan intriguingly diverse landscape characterised by hills 

and valleys, traditional mixed farming, a patchwork of chalk grassland and heathland, sunken lanes, picturesque villages and market townsô.  

The AONB encompasses both the North Downs and Greensand Hills with intervening lowlands and valleys.  It is a landscape with a diverse 

underlying geology and as, a consequence, enormous diversity in the features which define and characterise the AONB.   The AONB 

Management Plan includes a number of policies to guide management of the AONB.  These include: 

Aim: New development enhances local character and the environmental quality of its nationally important setting.   Land Use 

Planning Management Policies: 

LU1 In balancing different considerations associated with determining planning applications and development plan land allocations, 

great weight will be attached to any adverse impact that a development proposal would have on the amenity, landscape and scenic 

beauty of the AONB. 

LU2 Development will respect the special landscape character of the locality, giving particular attention to potential impacts on 

ridgelines, public views, tranquillity and light pollutioné 

LU5 Development that would spoil the setting of the AONB, by harming public views into or from the AONB, will be resisted. 

Aim: Transport measures reinforce the rural character of the area and provide for a range of safe and sustainable travel 

alternatives. Traffic and Transport Management Policies: 

TT4 Major transport schemes will have due regard to the national AONB designation and measures will be taken to reduce any impact 

on the Surrey Hills landscape. 
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The definition of Natural Beauty as referenced in the AONB Management Plan also recognises the influence of human intervention and 

management on the beauty of the AONB: 

óNatural Beauty is not just the look of the landscape but includes landform and geology, plants and animals, landscape features and the 

rich history of human settlement over the centuriesô 

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty: A Guide for AONB Partnership Members, Countryside Agency, 2001 (CA 24) 

 

5. Hogôs Back Natural Beauty Evaluation 

The 2013 HDA Natural Beauty Evaluation recommended inclusion of land to the north of the Hogôs Back within a revised AONB boundary.  The 

area in the vicinity of Down Place and Blackwell Farm was referred to as Area 12-1.   The LMS report prepared in May 2016 recommended that 

this area be extended to include the land around Blackwell Farm and extending east towards the western edge of Guildford.  The current AONB 

boundary, Area 12-1 and the LMS recommended extension are shown on Figure 3 (overleaf).    The conclusions to the LMS Evaluation and the 

basis for the recommendation that this area be included within a revised AONB boundary are set out below: 

This evaluation does, however, conclude that land to the south and east of Wildfield Copse, in the vicinity of Down Place and 

Blackwell Farm, is of a landscape and scenic quality, character and condition which should merit inclusion within a revised 

AONB boundary.   The landscape represents many of the defining characteristics of landscapes within the Surrey Hills AONB.  

These two sub character areas include land on the upper slopes of the Hogôs Back ridge which is representative of classic chalk 

downland and areas on the lower slopes typical of former parkland estates, with field patterns and mature trees and large blocks 

of ancient woodland providing strong evidence of the landscape and cultural heritage of the local area.  This landscape is 

therefore considered integral to the AONB and critical to the conservation of rural views to the north of equal if not greater 

importance to land to the west of Down Place included in Area 12-1). 
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Figure 3: Current boundary and recommended extensions to the AONB Boundary showing Area 12-1 as recommended in the 2013 LDA Evaluation (purple) and the 

additional recommended extension from the 2016 LMS Evaluation (orange dashed line)  (source LMS Natural Beauty Evaluation May 2016) 
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6. The Proposed Access Road Alignment 

The proposed óFeasible Optionô alignment for the access road is shown on Figure 1 (reduced copy included overleaf for reference).   The upper 

sections of the road would cut through the mature woodland to the west of the lane to Down Place and bordering the A31/A3 eastbound 

sliproad (see Viewpoints 8 and 9 in Section 8 below).   A sketch óInitial Junction Arrangementô with the A31 is shown on Figure 4.   On the 

upper slopes the proposed access road would run to the south of the lane to Down Place (see Viewpoints 7, 10 and 11).  The alignment would 

run along the edge of the arable field and adjacent to the wooded avenue bordering the lane to Down Place.  Measures would be needed to 

ensure protection of trees between the road and the lane to Down Place.  This assessment assumes all trees will be retained up until the 

crossing point at the bend in the lane, roughly halfway down the escarpment. 

The proposed Access Road would cut across the lane to Down Place at a bend in the lane.   There are a number of mature trees at the 

proposed crossing point (mainly beech and horse chestnut), but at least two of these trees appear to be in very poor condition (see Viewpoints 

4, 5 and 11).  

Further north, the proposed Access Road would run through the arable field alongside, and to the east of, the wooded avenue to the lane to 

Down Place (see Viewpoints 6 and 12).  

The route would cut across the fragmented tree belt and permissive path to the east of Down Place (see Viewpoint 12).    The existing lane to 

Down Place appears to be retained as a pedestrian and cycle route, if the access road were to be constructed (see óFeasible Optionô in Figure 

2).  Arrangements for crossing the access road to Blackwell Farm would need to be installed. 

No information has been provided on whether the route would be lit.   This LVA, therefore, includes an assessment of the potential effects of 

lighting. 
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  Figure 4: Sketch Juction Arrangement to A31 
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7. Site Baseline Landscape Character Assessment  

The whole of the proposed access road route lies on the north facing slopes to the chalk escarpment of the Hogôs Back.   The land falls steeply 

from the crest of the ridge at close to +150 metres AOD to approximately 100 metres AOD at the edge of the proposed Blackwell Farm 

development.   This description of landscape character and the baseline visual assessment are supported by a series of photographs included 

in the visual assessment (Section 8) of this LVA.   The proposed access road alignment is shown on Figure 2. 

The junction with the A31 at the southern end of the route is located on the crest of the Hogôs Back ridge.  The A31 runs through a mature 

wooded setting (see Viewpoint 9 in Section 8) with beech the principal canopy tree.   There is sporadic residential development to the east, 

principally located on the lane to Down Place.  Immediately north of the A31, the A31/A3 eastbound slip road is located within a steep sided 

cutting (see Viewpoint 8).   The slopes to the cutting are vegetated with a mix of semi mature trees (mainly beech and ash) together with a 

typical chalk scrub understorey. 

North of the A31, the land falls, forming the north facing slope to the chalk escarpment.   The majority of the north facing slopes are farmed, 

mostly under arable cultivation set within large fields, bordered by woodland blocks, fragmented hedges and farm tracks.    

The lane to Down Place benefits from a mature wooded setting (see 

Viewpoints 3, 4 and 5).  This was originally planted as an avenue, as 

illustrated in the adjacent historic image, and whilst this has now 

developed more of a wooded character with a dense understorey, the 

route retains much of the historic avenue character.    

The original house at Down Place has now been demolished.  Down 

Place today is a group of larger, mainly older properties set within a 

mature wooded setting.   The lane splits on the edge of Down Place with 

the western branch servicing the properties at Down Place and the 

eastern branch continuing on to Blackwell Farm. 

 

Down Place c. 1875 
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There is a network of rights of way combined with permissive paths between Down Place and the eastern edges of Guildford.   There are a 

number of footpaths and bridleways which run north to south up the face of the Hogôs Back.  Footpath 480 is the closest to the proposed 

access road, located approximately 250 metres to the west of the lane to Down Place.   There are a limited number of public rights of way to 

the north and east, although there are many permissive paths and a large area of open access land in the vicinity of Manor Copse. 

There is a stronger sense of tranquillity in terms of reduced background traffic noise in the more northerly parts of the study area.  Much of this 

land is thought to have formed part of the former 18th Century parkland associated with Down Place.    The landscape is typical of less steep 

chalk escarpments throughout the AONB, combining arable farmland and grazing in larger fields with blocks of woodland, hedges and farm 

tracks. 

 

8. Baseline Visual Assessment 

The table overleaf provides a description of the character, appearance and quality of a series of representative views in the vicinity of the 

proposed Blackwell Farm access road.  Viewpoints are shown on Figure 4 below.  The majority are taken from publically accessible viewpoints, 

including permissive paths.  A limited number are taken from locations on field margins and adjacent to the A31fencing, in order to illustrate the 

character and appearance of the existing landscape and support a description of the proposed Access Road alignment and this impact 

assessment.  Where this is the case this is stated in the sensitivity assessment and viewpoint description below.  
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Figure 5: Viewpoint Plan  
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Viewpoint 
 

Location Sensitivity Baseline Assessment: Description 

1 View south west from 
Permissive Right of Way 
on Open Access Land 
north of Manor Copse.   

Moderate: Viewpoint is located 
outside the AONB but view is 
towards the AONB and from a 
location important to the 
setting to the AONB. 

The proposed access road alignment would run just below the crest of the 
shallow ridge in the middle distance. 

2 View west from 
Permissive Right of Way 
running south from Manor 
Copse.   

Moderate: Viewpoint is located 
outside the AONB but view is 
towards the AONB and from a 
location important to the 
setting to the AONB. 

The crossing point on the lane to Down Place is visible in the middle 
distance.  The Blackwell Farm access would then run just below the shallow 
ridge but in front of the trees on the lane to Down Place on the horizon. 

3 View north west along the 
lane to Down Place 
towards the Blackwell 
Farm access road 
crossing point.    

High: Viewpoint located within 
the Surrey Hills AONB 

The lane to Down Place is a single track wooded avenue, with beech and 
horse chestnut the predominant canopy trees. 

4 View north west along the 
lane to Down Place 
immediately east of the 
proposed Blackwell Farm 
access crossing point. 

High: Viewpoint located within 
the Surrey Hills AONB 

Similar in character to Viewpoint 3, the view demonstrates the strong sense 
of enclosure on the lane and the wooded avenue character of the lane on the 
approaches to the bend which would form the crossing point with the 
proposed Blackwell Farm Access Road. 

5 View south east along the 
lane to Down Place 
immediately west of the 
proposed Blackwell Farm 
access crossing point. 

High: Viewpoint located within 
the Surrey Hills AONB 

View of the proposed crossing point for the new access road.  The Horse 
chestnut in the foreground and the beech on the south side of the road 
appear to be in poor condition.  Other trees are in good condition.   Much of 
the understorey comprises self sown trees and scrub  

6 View south along the 
proposed Blackwell Farm 
access route to the east 
of the tree lined lane to 
Down Place. 

High: Viewpoint located within 
the Surrey Hills AONB 

Open expansive view from the edge of the lane to Down Place.  The line of 
trees in the central part of the view lies on the alignment of a permissive path 
(Viewpoint 11).   The proposed Blackwell Farm access road would run 
parallel and to the east of the trees on the lane.   The proposed Blackwell 
Farm development would be located to the north of the line of trees in the 
central part of the view. 
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Viewpoint 
 

Location Sensitivity Baseline Assessment: Description 

7  View of the southern edge 
of the lane to Down Place, 
immediately north of the 
A31 Hogôs Back.   

Moderate: Viewpoint located 
within the Surrey Hills AONB, 
but not from an area of open 
public access. 

The proposed access would cut through the boundary vegetation on the 
embankment to the A31 (right section of view) and then run in front of the 
trees bordering the lane to Down Place (left section of view).   

8 Proposed crossing point 
over the A31 eastbound 
slip road to the A3.   
Viewed from the lane to 
Down Place overbridge. 

Moderate: Viewpoint located 
within the Surrey Hills AONB 
but adjacent to busy A road. 

The A31/A3 eastbound sliproad is set in a steep cutting at this point.   The 
cutting slopes are vegetated with a mix of (probably) planted and self sown 
native trees and shrubs, with beech the predominant tree.  According to the 
Initial Junction Arrangement (Figure 5 Section 6) the proposed access road 
would bridge this cutting. 

9 View west showing the 
proposed location for the 
Junction with the A31.   

Moderate: Viewpoint located 
within the Surrey Hills AONB 
but adjacent to busy A road. 

The mature woodland is an important feature as the Hogôs Back, like many 
parts of Surrey, was badly hit during the 1987 storm.    The proposed 
Blackwell Farm access road would cut through the area of mature beech 
woodland to the right in this viewpoint. 

10 View north east from the 
edge of Footpath 480 
close to the A31.   

High: Viewpoint located within 
the Surrey Hills AONB 

This is an open expansive view, typical of views from the Hogôs Back.  The 
arable farmland with clumps of trees and fields bordered by mature hedges 
and woodland is typical of the northern escarpment to the Hogôs Back.   This 
view is representative of views from the A31.  The proposed Blackwell Farm 
access road would run in front of the belt of trees which line the lane to Down 
Place running through the central part of this image. 

11 View west from Footpath 
480 on the lower slopes of 
the Hogôs Back.   

High: Viewpoint is located just 
outside the AONB but view is 
towards the AONB and from a 
location important to the 
setting to the AONB. 

View towards the crest of the Hogôs Back ridge.  The arable farmland with 
clumps of trees and fields bordered by mature hedges and woodland is 
typical of the northern escarpment to the Hogôs Back.  Although audible, 
traffic on the A31 on the crest of the ridge is not prominent in this view.  The 
proposed Blackwell Farm access road would run alongside (south) of the 
wooded setting to the lane to Down Place, before cutting through the trees at 
the bend in the road in the centre of this view.    

12 View south from the 
Permissive Path east of 
Down Place.   

Moderate: Viewpoint is located 
outside the AONB but view is 
towards the AONB and from a 
location important to the 
setting to the AONB. 

View south towards the crest of the Hogôs Back ridge.  The arable farmland 
with clumps of trees and fields bordered by mature hedges and woodland is 
typical of the northern escarpment to the Hogôs Back.  Although audible, 
traffic on the A31 on the crest of the ridge is not prominent in this view.  The 
proposed Blackwell Farm access would run to the east of the wooded lane to 
Down Place to the right in this view.  The viewpoint is located approximately 
on the Blackwell Farm access road alignment. 
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Viewpoint 
 

Location Sensitivity Baseline Assessment: Description 

13 View south west from 
Permissive Route close to 
Manor Copse.   

Moderate: Viewpoint is located 
outside the AONB but view is 
towards the AONB and from a 
location important to the 
setting to the AONB. 

View towards the crest of the Hogôs Back ridge.  The arable farmland with 
clumps of trees and fields bordered by mature hedges and woodland is 
typical of the northern escarpment to the Hogôs Back.  Although audible, 
traffic on the A31 on the crest of the ridge is not prominent in this view.  The 
crossing point with the lane to Down Place is visible in the central part of this 
image.  The Blackwell Farm access road would be set behind the trees on 
the upper slopes to the Hogôs Back and would run behind the ridge in the 
foreground of this view on the lower slopes. 
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Viewpoint 1: View south west from Permissive Right of Way on Open Access Land north of Manor Copse.  The proposed access road alignment would run just below 

the crest of the shallow ridge in the middle distance. 

  

Approximate location of crossing 

point with lane to Down Place 

Proposed access road running to 

south of and behind wooded 

avenue to lane to Down Place  

Proposed access road set below line 

of shallow ridge running parallel 

with lane to Down Place  
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Viewpoint 2:  View west from Permissive Right of Way running south from Manor Copse.  The lane to Down Place crossing point is visible in the middle distance.  The 

Blackwell Farm access would then run just below the shallow ridge but in front of the trees on the lane to Down Place on the horizon. 

  

Approximate location of crossing 

point with lane to Down Place 

Proposed access road set below line 

of shallow ridge running parallel 

with lane to Down Place  

Proposed access road running to 

south of and behind wooded 

avenue to lane to Down Place  
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Viewpoint 3: View north west along the lane to Down Place towards the Blackwell Farm access road crossing point.   The lane to Down Place is a single track wooded 

avenue, with beech the predominant canopy tree. 
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Viewpoint 4:   View north west along the lane to Down Place immediately east of the proposed Blackwell Farm access crossing point. 

Approximate crossing point 

between proposed Access Road 

and lane to Down Place 
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Viewpoint 5: View south east along the lane to Down Place immediately west of the proposed Blackwell Farm access crossing point. 

Approximate crossing point 

between proposed Access Road 

and lane to Down Place 
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Viewpoint 6:  View south along the proposed Blackwell Farm access route to the east of the wooded lane to Down Place. 

  

Proposed Access Road 

approximate alignment  
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Viewpoint 7:  View of the southern edge of the lane to Down Place, immediately north of the A31 Hogôs Back.  The proposed access road would cut through the 

boundary vegetation on the embankment to the A31 (right section of view) and then run in front of the trees bordering the lane to Down Place (left 

section of view).   

  

Proposed Access Road 

approximate alignment  
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Viewpoint 8: Proposed crossing point over the A31 eastbound slip road to the A3.   Viewed from the lane to Down Place overbridge. 
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Viewpoint 9: View west showing the proposed location for the Junction with the A31.  The proposed Blackwell Farm access would cut through the area of mature 

beech woodland to the right in this viewpoint. 
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Viewpoint 10: View north east from the edge of Footpath 480 close to the A31.  The proposed Blackwell Farm access road would run in front of the wooded setting to 

the lane to Down Place running through the central part of this image. 

  

Proposed access road running to 

the south of and in front of wooded 

lane to Down Place  


